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Flood Mitigation Pilot Grant Program Launches

On August 15, 2021, the City of Alexandria will begin accepting and reviewing applications
for the new Flood Mitigation Grant Pilot Program on a rolling basis. The program offers
financial assistance as matching reimbursement grants to property owners who have installed
flood mitigation measures on properties impacted by flooding from recent flash flooding
events. The City will host a virtual information session to introduce the program to
the public on Tuesday, August 10 from 7 to 8 p.m. Register here.

Property owners may receive up to 50% reimbursement of completed project costs, up to
$5,000, for implementing eligible floodproofing measures on their property following City staff
review. During the pilot phase of the program, the eligibility criteria is limited to residential
private property owners who have documented flooding from storms dating back to July 2019.
The City plans to evaluate applications received and update eligibility criteria as the program
evolves over time.

The City encourages private property owners impacted by flooding to implement floodproofing
and mitigation techniques as the first line of defense as the City works to implement spot
improvement projects and larger capital infrastructure projects to help mitigate flooding. Check
out what the eligibility criteria is and what types of floodproofing measures are acceptable by
visiting alexandriava.gov/121974.

Ad Hoc Stormwater Utility and Flood Mitigation Advisory Group

The City’s new Ad Hoc Stormwater Utility and Flood Mitigation Advisory Group kicked off its
first meeting on June 10. The group will be meeting on an ad hoc basis for an initial duration
of one year to support and advise on the City’s flood mitigation efforts. The next Advisory
Group meeting is slated for August 12 from 7 to 8:30 p.m.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2Ftes%2Fstormwater%2Finfo%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fid%3D121974&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237393864%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2lhkh1yRhBvquvc%2FJbBtDWg%2Bf9TV1Yr5fVJvpNpC0t8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_8eK3mLwlQeqPylmTvMTV9g&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237403817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=GjFEXjvyLNgAPkMo%2Bydy8B66b15vXN7xfU04ge3in6Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2Ftes%2Fstormwater%2Finfo%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fid%3D121974&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237403817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=U6t%2BbYO4Tu0hpR3ymI8ctgM2ZQmYAAsbAEZZDEGjyqg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Falexandria.granicus.com%2FViewPublisher.php%3Fview_id%3D29%26coa_clip_id%3D5073%26coa_view_id%3D29&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237413771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LJmIobOPNdWSryAhdwOGGgqAGk5Fd7Xt6EYh%2Fu4VJ08%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fapps.alexandriava.gov%2FCalendar%2FDetail.aspx%3Fsi%3D37572&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237413771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=guoDc4%2FO7GEoV%2BONB3EBIlKGwfrfKUZT8HSOKEwZ4rc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fapps.alexandriava.gov%2FCalendar%2FDetail.aspx%3Fsi%3D37572&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237413771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=guoDc4%2FO7GEoV%2BONB3EBIlKGwfrfKUZT8HSOKEwZ4rc%3D&reserved=0

Additionally, there remains one vacant position on the Advisory Group — an Equity Expertise
Representative. The ideal candidate should have an interest or expertise in diversity, race, and
social and inclusivity issues. Anyone interested in applying may do so by visiting the Alexandria
Boards and Commissions webpage.

For more information about the Advisory Group and to watch a recording of the first meeting,
visit alexandriava.gov/122418.

FEMA Flood Map Appeal Period Begins

Throughout May and June, the City held a series of virtual neighborhood outreach events to
go over the updated Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) floodplain maps for

Alexandria. The meetings were targeted for residents and businesses located within the new
floodplain. When the flood map is updated to reflect the current risks where you live or own
property, requirements for flood insurance coverage and the cost of your policy can change.

Before the new maps become effective in Fall 2022, individual property owners impacted by
the changes are invited to participate in a review and appeals process. The public review and
appeal period lasts 90 days and began on July 22, 2021.

Residents may submit an appeal if they believe the modeling or data used to create the map is
technically or scientifically incorrect. However, an appeal must include technical information,
such as hydraulic or hydrologic data to support the claim. Appeals cannot be based on the
effects of proposed projects or projects started after the study is in progress.

For additional information about this process and to learn more about FEMA's updates to the
City’s current floodplain maps, please visit alexandriava.gov/FloodMap.

Reminder: Hurricane Season is Here — Prevent Sewer Backups

Heavy rains, which typically occur during hurricane season, sometimes cause sanitary sewer
backups in some parts of Alexandria. With many hours of heavy rain, or an intense burst of
rain, the sanitary sewer line may fill up with water and some sewage. Because of this, the
sewer system may exceed its carrying capacity and may overflow in some areas, such as
streets. It may also back up into homes through floor or plumbing drains. The following map
shows areas throughout the City subject to sanitary sewer backups:


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2FBoards&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237423737%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=frLpxD%2F4%2BNjTGx83XUJ7D0Q0h%2BtntHFHYluaicx8SuI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2Ftes%2Fstormwater%2Finfo%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fid%3D122418&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237423737%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=kTCKLiJ8y7dF6rFJW4vJmiSsBS2ImgXNaoUrXv34YNM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2FFloodMap%23Preliminary2022FEMAMapsCommunityOutreach&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237433685%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=kPaG%2FqJ%2FqXCT2lF%2F6YqFrAZ1YBhpWgrWePq8SlD9n9c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2FFloodMap&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237433685%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=M6feVNy%2F08q7MqB5lhku%2BLXf7%2FVYqEO0mZmpGHEfFqI%3D&reserved=0
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However, a modification to the internal plumbing within a home or business can provide a
measure of protection against basement back-ups, and the City also offers financial assistance
to homeowners for installing backflow preventers. For more information about installing a
backflow preventer or the City’s Backflow Preventer Assistance Program, visit

alexandriava.gov/105378.

Allocation Plan for First Half of American Rescue Plan Act Funding

On July 6, City Council unanimously approved a $29.8 million allocation plan for the City’s first
half of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding. The projects in the plan align with the City’s
strategic COVID-19 recovery framework goals to ensure that businesses thrive; everyone has
access to their basic needs; recovery lifts everyone; and the City makes long-term investments
forits future, which includes stormwater enhancement and flood mitigation projects.
Specifically, a portion of the funding will go toward the following projects:



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2Ftes%2Finfo%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fid%3D105378&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237443648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=XcpuVRdzaFi2UYFWgY4iEKwNsCc11Irx5oGpFKZMPo0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falexandria.legistar.com%2FLegislationDetail.aspx%3FID%3D5015170%26GUID%3DE1A4AAE4-2BCF-4C43-9C43-C0AB102378A6&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237443648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=mW22Iw4Z0WKOfhbHsfLG2D4V79m8AcU%2FDhHVQr87bYg%3D&reserved=0

e Flash Flooding spot improvements: Funding for four spot improvement projects
(locations to be determined, but would either offset or allow some acceleration of
prioritized projects). Projects would include detention, pipes and other drainage
improvements that make neighborhoods more resilient to climate change and flash
flooding.

o Stormwater State of Good Repair & Resiliency: One-time state of good repair
and structural resiliency improvements to the Hooffs Run Culvert, including additional
heavy cleaning. Needed capital facility maintenance to the Hooffs Run culvert (as
identified in city inspection reports) include a one-time need of $1.5 million, plus
$400,000 for additional recently-diagnosed capital maintenance needs. Heavy cleaning
of the culvert is also proposed for the section between Timber Branch Parkway and
East Maple Street (estimate of $1.2 million), to be preceded by robotic inspection for
$110,000. Future heavy cleaning of the entire culvert (on a five-year interval) is
programmed in the City’s 10-year Capital Improvement Program (CIP). Post inspection
and 10% contingency account for the remaining funding need.

Visit alexandriava.gov/AmericanRescuePlan for more information and a full list of the projects
and programs.

ADDITIONAL UPDATES

Early Warning

Here’s an overview of what early warning tools have been installed and how the City’s rain and
stream gauge network recently expanded throughout the community:

e 6 new rain gauges installed
George Mason Elementary School
Mt Vernon Community School
Francis C. Hammond Middle School
Charles Barrett Elementary School
Beach Park
Windmill Hill Park
e 2 new stream gauges installed
o Taylor Run at Duke St.
o Hooffs Run Culvert at Hooffs Run Park/E Rosemont Ave.
8 signs deployed warning that a “"Road May Flood”
An updated, interactive public-facing portal is under construction

o O O O O O


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2FAmericanRescuePlan&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237453603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=begmdFFGkgLKVvezRdnjxes%2BMsIBZCE3PFCTPsp3HK0%3D&reserved=0

o Consultant has completed the framework and draft interfaces for the major
watersheds, currently under review.

To receive severe weather alerts and other notifications via email, text messages, and/or voice
messages, sign up for the City’s free eNews service. The National Weather Service also
automatically sends alerts in the event of flash flood watches or warnings via its nationwide
text emergency alert system, which will warn you when weather threatens. No sign up is
required.

Community Maintenance Work

Wit 4

The City performed maintenance work on existing stormwater structures to prevent flooding.
Here's what was done throughout the month of June:

e 349 storm inlets inspected

e 76 storm inlets cleaned

o 647 linear feet of storm pipe inspected

e 182 miles of street sweeping completed

e 14 storm structures repaired throughout the City
e Janney’s Lane storm sewer repaired

Sanitary Sewer Asset Renewal Program

If you have recently seen our trucks in the Del Ray, Rosemont and Lynhaven neighborhoods,
that work is part of the Sanitary Sewer Asset Renewal Program, which includes inspection and
rehabilitation of City-owned sanitary sewers, lateral sewers, and manholes.

This work is part of a greater ongoing citywide initiative to renew and improve the


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmember.everbridge.net%2F1332612387832027%2Flogin&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237453603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=c4MGKzNmaZvxfo%2FqGyzh8NMPuWkCqsI3asiGwd6y3q8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.weather.gov%2Fwrn%2Fwea&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237463552%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=DHOdbmKsHlmCiWljWwV6oMXFMwqeB1%2B6AcyvTsT8yo8%3D&reserved=0

performance of the existing sanitary sewer system and to reduce infiltration and inflow into
the sanitary sewer system during wet weather events.

Inspections began in March 2021 and will take approximately one year to complete. As of June
30, 2021, 188 mainlines have been inspected, totaling 41,904 linear feet of sewer pipe and
representing 35% completed. Additionally, as of June 30, 2021, a total of 1,155 laterals have
been inspected, representing 41% completed. Manhole inspections were initiated in June
2021. Once all inspections are completed, the next phase of the program will consist of
rehabilitation of any structurally deficient sanitary sewers, manholes, and City-owned laterals
determined to be in poor condition within the project area.

For more information about the Sanitary Sewer Asset Renewal Program, please visit
alexandriava.gov/sewers.

STAY CONNECTED

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram to get additional updates on
flooding and stormwater management from the City’s Department of Transportation and
Environmental Services.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2FSewers&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237463552%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=EOrAwWtEEoP9p8qOQc0UUNpTbOl0RrKwAcV8xC1NyVg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FAlexandriaVATES%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237473517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=4hDJ4G6qbt7hjI2PaeBrci8CKQif%2BHFtsyJp8JX%2BQZw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FAlexandriaVATES&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237473517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=08gRwL9WmCvu01uV0hes2hARLRyGmpw229Ino1OpXZU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2FAlexandriaVATES%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccamila.olivares%40alexandriava.gov%7C525aec96e6b447d0501708d952910d52%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637631605237483470%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2FG%2FJ%2FL3bEmQNM%2Fd8xt%2B86XOyqpUSV%2B22%2Ff0G8V5vVBk%3D&reserved=0

