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Local Policy 
Recommendations
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1.  Include housing equality in every comprehensive plan.
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2. Update zoning ordinances and maps to encourage 
mixed use with higher residential density in existing 
commercial areas.
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3. Offer affordable housing incentives using density 
bonuses, parking reductions and tax abatement.

4.2 FAR
- without 
inclusionary 
housing

5.6 FAR
- with inclusionary 
housing
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4. Adopt proportional proffer guidelines adapted to 
housing size and income restrictions. affordable housing 
incentives using density bonuses, parking reductions and 
tax abatement.
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5. Promote greater home ownership for low-income and 
moderate-income households.
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6. Add “missing middle” housing types to residential 
zones.
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7. Cooperate with other localities to coordinate regional 
housing supply.
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State Policy 
Recommendations
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1. Amend state law to require comprehensive plans to 
measure and address housing equality.
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2. Provide technical support through Virginia Department 
of Housing and Community Development.

 a. Indices to measure racial and economic segregation.
 b. GIS and census data support.
 c. Model ordinances.
 d. Education and advocacy for increasing housing choices.
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3. Reform state law to expand the use of inclusionary 
zoning.
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4. Require local zoning to allow accessory dwelling units 
in single-family districts.
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Questions or Comments?

www.mcguirewoods.com
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