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Home Owners Loan 
Corporation (1933) 

in Alexandria

• Alexandria functioned as a sub-office
• Popular Program 

• 293 local participants 
• $1,143,000 refinanced loans (1933-1935)

• Patterns:
• White-middle class families
• Homes do not all have racially restrictive 

covenants
• Located in subdivisions annexed from 

Arlington County

Courtesy, Davis-Ruffner Title Company Papers, Alexandria Archives and Records Center.



Housing Act (1934) in 
Alexandria

• FHA-backed loan program
• Focus on following:

• New home, subdivision, or apartment 
construction

• Purchase pre-existing home
• Renovation of historic properties

• $2,500,000 in loan money available (1935)
• Patterns:

• Only white-middle class families
• Located mostly in annexed areas
• Not always racially restricted in early years

Courtesy, Davis-Ruffner Title Company Papers, Alexandria Archives and Records Center.



FHA’s Risk Grading Map 
(1937)

FHA Grading Map (1937). National Archives II, College Park, MD. Courtesy of Mapping Segregation in 
Washington, DC (https://www.mappingsegregationdc.org).

• Covered large sections of the Washington 
Metropolitan Area

• Alexandria was divided into 4 categories:
• C Areas—3rd Grade
• E Areas—4th Grade
• F Areas—Primarily Commercial and Oldest 

Developed Sections
• G Areas—5th Grade



Land Transfers in 
Alexandria from 
Rufus S. Lusk’s 
Guide 1951)

Courtesy, Rufus S. Lusk and Son Papers, George Washington University, Washington, D.C.



Racial Breakdown of Land Transfers from 
Lusk’s Guide (1951) 

Courtesy, Rufus S. Lusk and Son Papers, George Washington University, Washington, D.C.



Black Mortgages and Other Homeownership 
Financing from Lusk’s Guide (1951) 

Courtesy, Rufus S. Lusk and Son Papers, George Washington University, Washington, D.C.



Fair Housing and HUD Acts (1968)

Courtesy, Davis-Ruffner Title Company Papers, Alexandria Archives and Records Center.



Select Locations of FHA- and VA-Backed Mortgages from Lusk’s Guide (1971)

Courtesy, Rufus S. Lusk and Son Papers, George Washington University, Washington, D.C.



Questions?

Photograph of 15 E Clifford Avenue (1977). Courtesy, Tax Assessment Records, Special Collections, Alexandria 
Public Library.
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