ALEXANDRIA HISTORY

Volume 1 1878




ALEXANDRIA HISTORY
Ausual Publication
of the
Alexandria Historical Society

Alexandsia, ‘i'rirsiniu

Edited by Elizabeth Hambleton
Pullished by the Alexandria Historical Soclety
and the Alexandria Bicentennial Commission



ALEXANDRIA HISTORY

& 1978 by The Alexandria Historical Society and The Alexandria
Bicentennial Commission.

All Rights Reserved

Printed In the United States of America by Students of the Titan

Press, T.C. Williams High School, Alexandria, Virginia
Mailing Preparation by the Retired Senior Volunteer Program

Copies may be obiained from:
The Alexandria Historical Soclety
201 South Washingion Street
Alexandria, Virginia 12314 $2.00



OFFICERS
June 1978 - June 1979

President Mr. William B. Hurd
Vice-President Mrs, James H. L. Jacob
Recording Secretary Mrs. David Rosenthal
Corresponding Secretary Mrs. Gerald E. Korn
Treasurer Mr, Joseph T, Colabella
Directors Dr. William J, Dickman

brs. Arthur M. Dunstan
Miss Elizabeth Hambleton
Col. Henry G. Morgan, Jr.
Mr. Alvin Ross Simpson
Col. Wilfred J. Smith

Committee Chairmen

High School History Awards Ms, Cynthia Armstrong

Membership Mr. Jozeph F. Vaughan

Program Mrs. James H. L. Jacob

Publicity Mes. Olive Cooney
Editorial Committee

Miss Elizabeth Hambleton, Chairman
Mrs., Merrill G. Beede
Col. Henry G. Morgan, Jr.
Mrs. Charles 5. Perry
Mr. George J. Stansfield
Mr. William B. Hurd, Ex-Officio



CONTENTS
Foreward

The “*Precarious Trade™ of A Virginia Tobacco Merchant: Harry
Piper of Alexandria, 174%-1776
Thomas M. Preisser

A Canal For Alexandria
Vivienme Mitchel

Recent Publications on Alexandria

Cover Design: By Sue Ogdin Lynch

Inside Covers: Pages from Harry Piper Letter Book,
1767-1775, Reprinted by permission of

the Alderman Library, University of
Virginia, Charoitesville.

17



FOREWORD

This is the first issue of ALEXANDRIA HISTORY. A new
organization is bringing forth a new publication.

Our purposes are:

To provide information about the history
of Alexandria.

To encourage those who have something to say
about Alexandria's history to write it down and impart it to
others through our publication.

Our standards are high., We want well-researched, well-
thought-out, and well-written articles.

We hope that you, our readers, will also be our contributors,
and that vou will give the Editorial Committee yvour ideas of
how ALEXANDRIA HISTORY can best serve the society's

purposes,
W, B, Hurd

PRESIDENT
Alexandria Historical Society



THE "PRECARIOUS TRADE" OF A VIRGINIA TOBACCO
MERCHANT: HARRY PIPE% OF ALEXANDRIA, 1749-1776
y
THOMAS M. PREISSER

Given the imponance of Scottish merchants in the founding and
development of Alexandria, it is strange that we know comparatively
fittle about them. Men such as John Carlyle, William Ramsay, Robert
Adam, and John Dalton left few records, therefore students of Alex-
andria‘s history owe a considerable debt to Harry Piper, an emigre
merchant from northwest England who wrote 8 detailed account of
his sctivities in the Potomac community from 1767 through 1775,
Although his letter book focuses on economic affairs, it also provides
some fascinating glimpses of life in carly Alexandria. |

Of the initial block of eighty-four town lots sold at auction in Ju-
ly 1749, Piper bought those numbered four and forty.2 Whether he
built on these lots or lived on them & not known, but we do nol know
that he resided in Alexandria until his death in the late 1770s.

Situated just below the falls of the Potomac, Alexandria proved
ideally located to serve the needs of those who settled (the northern
Virginin Piedmont and Valley regions. The growth of trade, the
town's Ufeblood, paralleled ibe opening of the Virginla frontier,
Although we lack a census of the Potomac town before the late 1780s,
Alexandria’s population probably siood al aboui 1,700 as early as
1755: it had increased to approximately 2,000 by the mid-1770s.4 By
the laiter date, perhaps iwo dosen fown merchands competed for a
share of the local trade, but few of them enjoyed greater success than
Piper, u tobaceo buyer and resident factor for the mercantile firm of
John Dixon and Isasc Littledale of Whitehaven, England.
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From 1749 undil his death at the end of the 1770s, he served as
their agent in Alexandria. His most important responsibility was buy-
ing tobacco and shipping it to Whilehaven in vessels chartered by his
employers. Piper also advised Dixon and Littledale of the types and
amounts of goods they should send (o thelr store in Alexandria; pro-
vided them with current information on the state of the (obaceo rade:
acted as their local aitorney; and collected debts due the company,
T'he firm occasionally called on Piper to sell commodities they shipped
to Alexandria, such as coal and indeniured and couviet servants, but
this sort of request rarely occurred.5 Piper had little to do with selling
consignments from England as John Muir, another of the firm’s
salaried employees, usually had sole responsibility for that task.

Piper shipped a great deal of tobacco to Whitehaven in the years
immediately preceding the Revolution. He purchased approximately
thirty to forty hogsheads of the leaf annually from each of his sup-
pliers.6 During the years 1767 through 1775, he sent his employers
more than five million pounds of tobacco. Thus, his yvearly average
shipments were about 616,178 pounds, or more than twice the amount
exported by the typical British factor in the Chesapeake Bay region
during the late colonial period.?

The Dixon and Littledale ships carried more than just tobaceo.
From 1767 through 1775 they also transported over 46,000 barrel
staves, 20 barrels of flaxseed, a small quantity of cak boards, and 142
tons of pig fron.B

In & profession characterized by a rapid rate of furnover of man-
power, Piper's long association with Dixon and Littledale was ex-
traordinary. The tone of his letters shows that a close personal rela-
tionship existed between the three men during Piper’s residence in
Alexandria, This certainly contributed to his extended tenure. His
astuteness and diligence also assured his retention; he was obviously a
first-rate tobacco merchant. Although good at his job, Piper rarely
found it an easy one. In the opening pages of his letter book he refer-
red several times to the difficulties confronting a local tobacco buyer.
He remarked that the habitually unsettled stare of the tobacco market
rendered "*this trade so very precarious that 1 am heartily sick of it.™
Several paragraphs later he returned o the same pessimistic note: 1
am quite tired of a Business which there is so little sarisfaction in."*9
An examination of Piper's disconteni provides a sense of the com-
plications encountered by the tobacco merchants of early Alexandria.

Many of Piper's difficulties stemmed from the intensely com-
petitive nature of the tobacco trade, The local agents of the great mer-
cantile houses of Glasgow created problems because of their unor-
thodox business practices. The Glaswegion merchants sent large
numbers of vessels (o (he Potomac each year. In their rush to load
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their employers® ships quickly and thus minimize the turnaround time,
the Scottish Factors recklessly bid up the price of 1obacco. Piper and
other buyers had io suffer the consequences of this action. 10

Anxious (o corner the marker on Polomac tobacco, the Scofs nor
only paid handsome prices, but alsooffered very altractive rates of ex-
change between Virginia currency and English pounds sterling. After
& particularly disastrous encounter in which his rvals outbid him,
Piper wrote that 1 could not conceive they would give somuch [sic).
gs I think there was no occasion for it, but they are determ.d 1o have
the whole Trade." With more than a degree of justification, he com-
mented in 1772 thai *'some of the Scoich seems (o envy any one thai
has the least share of the Trade.”' 11 The cut-throat competition for
local tobacco forced Piper to adopt tactics that he realized were un-
wise, Basically, these involved paying prices he regarded as
unrealistically high for his tobaceo, 12

Fiper's difficultics did not all orginate with the competition of
hiz Scottish counterparts. Although the governmor of Virginia ap-
pointed inspectors of proven integrity 1o check and approve all tobac-
co exported from the colony, the inspection system ocasionally work-
cd badly, Piper did evervihing In hiz power o avoid accepiing
hogshesds from Acguia [Aquia] Creek because the mspectors there
were sometimes “'rather careless," and al other times “‘great
¥illains."" In the spring of 1772, ke wrote that he hoped they weould
*s00n be urned out,"13

From time to time Piper complained to his emplovers about the
rising incidence of theft in Alexandria, This involved more than just
the oceasional loss of a few pounds of tobaceo. For example, although
in April 1769 he had partially completed the process of fitting out a
fishing craft, he found his work slowed by the repeated dissap-
pearance of his supplies, He advised Dixon and Litfledale that "1 have
10 house to pul any Thing into, & it 15 now become common to Steal
sverything from the Craft. . . ."" Piper also suffered from the curse of
sounterfeil money, In & letter to Whitchaven in 1773, he remarked
that he had recently lost more than two hundred pounds in Virginia
currency through his accepiance of 'nicelv done'" counterfeli bills, 14

The Alexandria merchant often encouniered difficultics in the
shipment of tobacco o Whitehaven, Ckcasionally things went
smoothly, as they did when the **verv obliging & indusirious'" Capian
Rothery and his "‘very good crew™ loaded the Wells with 340
hogsheads of tobacco in oaly fiftesn working days. 15 At the other ex-
treme, raraly did things go es badly as i the fall of 1772 when the
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Cive arrived for a consignment of tobaceo, Piper's description to his
employers of the sequence of events conveys his frusiration superbly:

The Cap.t [Capiain Morrison] heas been continually Drunk &
Stupigl, T have scarcely ever seen him, buf in sucl & sleuarion, that it was
needless (o speak o him—the Mate & People | suppose were ungc-
quainited with stowing the Ship, o that she has Fallen inconceivably
short, & what Is mest provoking [1] was never made scgusinied with {t
Ll the very lasi; 1 told them all along they were o Jeave room for the
load the Flatt was down the River For, bul 1o my grear mormification [1]
was obliged to land 11 HHDs (hopsheads} that were stowed to redurn to
ihis Warchouose before it would be taken in;,, "

Piper added that the slipshod loading of the Qfive had lelt him with
over forty hogsheads of tobacco he could neither ship nor sell, He
concluded bitterty that *'it is hard I must draw for this when [ thought
I was g'ula?,ﬁrding as much as possible ag.t[against] having any tobaceo
left....""

Dizascers of this sort undoubtedly sirengihened Piper's resolve to
return 10 his native England. 17 He never abandoned that dream, but
he lived out his life in Virginia.

Considering the precarious nature of his health, Piper ac-
complished an incredibie amount, Malaria was apparently endemle in
colonial ¥irginia, and the Potomac merchant periodically reported be-
ing ill with fever or “my old complaint, the Bilious Cholic,”'18 In the
carly autumn of 1770, he advised his emplovers that  **I have been
confined almos: 3 Weeks with a Fever, 1 am just now able to crawl,
but far from well, in this Sickness my Evesight i5 5o much Impaired,
that I can scarce see (o write, . . " He concluded with a request that
his correspondents “*send me a pr [pair] of the best Spectacles to suit &
Person of my Age.'"19 This particular fever proved to have an unex-
pected benefit. Dixon and Littledale had previously sent Piper a coat
and breeches that fitted badly, He quickly advised them that the coat
and skeeves were completely unusable and that the bresches were “'too
narrow over the hips™ and would not “mest to button by four or five
inches.™ He despaired wf the clotning fitting anyone, adding that it
would probably have to be discarded. However, when he wrote in
Movember, after his iliness, he commented that the coat and breeches
now fif quite well with only minar alterations!20

Piper remained a bachelor during his long stay in Alexandria.
The only surviving relatives mentioned in his will, which was drafted
in 1774 and discovered in 1780 by William Ramsay and John Muir,
were his sisters Elizabeth Sargent and Jean Walker.21 A perusal of his
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letters leaves no doubt that he bad many good friends among his
fellow citizens in Virginia.

Piper took an unusual interest in the machinery of local govern-
ment. During the 17505 and early 1760s, he served as a juror in many,
if not most, of the trials held in Fairfax County. His name often ap-
peared as the jury foreman. Appointed an Alexandria trustee in 1763,
he brought to his new position the same degree of hard work that he
applied to his trade.

The coming of the Revolution found Piper firmly committed to
the patriot cause. His inclination to proceed with caution, and his con-
viction that the English were at fault in the quarrel, found expression
in a letter writien to Samuel Martin, 4 Whitehaven merchant, in Og-
tober 1774: *I think the Americans are exceedingly ill used by the late
Acts of Parliament, but | wish matters may not be carried (o (o0 great
lengths. . .*22 Piper did not desert his adopted country when it carried
matters to thelr ultimate conclusion in July 1776, He died in Alexan-
dria during the Revolution, leaving one thousand pounds sterling to
several beneficiaries, a gold watch to John Dhixon “as-a small ioken of
my friendship,’ and a gift of freedom to his only slave, Charles.23

FOOTMOTES

1. Harry Piper Letter Book, 1767-1775 (Manuscripts Department,
Alderman Library, University of Virginia, Charlottesville:
microfilm). The most complete account of the colonial Virginia mer-
chant is Robert Polk Thomson, “The Merchant in Virginia,
1700-1775" (Ph.D. diss., University of Wisconsin, 1955).

2. For a complete record of the initial owners of Alexandria lots, see
Thomas M. Prelsser, “Eighteenth-Century Alexandria, Vieginia,
before the Revolution, 1749-1776"" (Ph.D. diss., College of William
and Mary, 1977, Appendix A. (Alexandria Public Library, Alexan-
dria, Va.}

1. Source of map: Proceedings of the Board of Trustees Town of
Alexandriz, Virginia, 1749-1767 (Office of the Clty Manager, Alexan-
dria, Va.) and 1767-1780 (Alexandria Public Library, Alexandria, Va:
photostat); John W. Reps, Tidewater Towns: City Planning in Col-
onigl  Virginig and  Marvland  (Williamsburg, Va.: Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation, 1972), p. 210,

4. See Preisser, “Eighteenth-Century Alexandria,” Table 2,
“Population of Alexandria, 1775-1790.""
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3. Letter Book, July 13, 1773, and Aug. 31, 1774 (coal
shipments); July 19, 1768; May 12, 176%; and June 15, 1772 (inden-
tured and convicl servanis),

6. A hogshead was a barrel in which tobacco was packed for ship-
ment; it welghed abouat 1,060 pounds.

T.Carville ¥. Earle and Ronald Hoffman, *Urban Development in
the Eighteenth-Century South,” in Donald Fleming and Berngrd
Bailyn, eds., Perspectives in American History,. 10 (Cambridge: Har-
vard Ugiversity Press, 1976), p. 23,

B.5ee Prefsser, “Eighteenth-Century Alexandria,™ Table 1 for a
detailed breakdown of Piper’s shipments 10 Whitehaven.,

9. Piper Letier Book, July 13, 1767,

10, fbid., May 12 and Aug. 24, 1769; Dec. 11, 17T70; Nov. 27, 1771;
and Jan. 10, 1772,

11.1bid,, Dec. 11, 1770 (first quote); Jan. 10, 1772 (second quote),
For a lucld discussion of rates of exchange between sterling snd
Virginia currency, see James H, Soltow, ""The Role of Williamsburg
in the Virginia Economy, 1750-1775," William and Mary Quarterly,
3d ser., 15 (October 1958): 467-82.

12. Preisser, “"Eighieenih-Century Alexandria,” pp. 79-80,

13. Piper Letter Book, Aug. 2, 1770 and June 15, 1772, For the
tobacco inspection system, see Percy Scott Flippin, The Ropal
Governmeni in VFirginig, 16.8-1773, Smdies in History, Economics
and Public Law; Edited by the Faculty of Political Science of Colum-
bia University, vol. 84, no, 1 (New York: Columbia University, 1919,
pp. 27982, For an unflattering nssessment of the Virginia tobaceo in:
spectors, see Arthur Pierce Middleton, Tobecco Coast: A Maritime
History af Chesapeake Bay in the Cofonial Era, ed. by George Carr-
ington Mason (Newport News, Va.: Mariner's Museum, 1953), p.
103. Aquia Creek emptied into the Potomac River about forty miles
downstream from Alexandria. A fine map of the Chesapeake colonies
in 1775 is on p. 5 of Lesier J. Cappon, ed.-in-chief, Atlar of Early
American History: the Revolutionory Era, I760-1790 (Princeton:
Princeton Unimlig'ol:]rm. 1976).

14, Piper Letter k, Apr. 15, 1768 and Feb. 20, 1773,

15, Ibid., July 13, 1773,

16, Ibid., Nov, 17, 1772,

17. Ibid., Aug. 24, 1774,

18. Darreti B, Ruiman and Anits H. Rutman, “Of Agues and
Feveri: Malaris in the Early Chesapeake,'” Williom end Moy
Quarterly, 3d ser., 33 (January 1976); 31-60; Wyndham B. Rlanton,
Medicine in Virginia in the Eighteenth Century (Richmond: Garrett
Massie, Inc.. 1931), p. 67; Piper Letier Book, Sept. 26, 1773,
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19. Piper Letter Book, Sept. 28, 1770,

20, Thid., Sapt. 28, and Mov, 3, 1770,

21. Fairfax County, Virginia, Will Books, ID-1, Mo, 22, 1TED (Ar-

22, Piper Letter Book, Oct. 26, 1774; June 8, 1769; July 25 and
Mav, 11, 1774: and Dec. §5, 1775, The “late Acts" referred to are the

Coercive Acts of 1774,
23. Fairfax County Will Books, D-1, Nov. 23, 1780, pp. 162-64,

Thomas M. Preisser was born in MNew Orleans in 1939, He receiv-
ed his BA in Political Science from Stanford University, his MA in
History from MNorthwestern University in 1968, and his doctorate
from William and Mary in 1977. He has been on the faculty at Sinclair
Community College in Dayton, Ohlo since September 1973,



A CANAL FOR ALEXANDRIA
by
VIVIENNE MITCHELL

In Movember, 1978, 4 team supervised by Alexandrig City Ar-
chagologist, Pamela Cressey, cut @ (rench through the dirt and rebble
covering the outlel lock of the old Alexandris-Georgetown Canal. The
trench exposed the lerge, granite stones of the lock which had been
covered over many Years ago. This excavation was Jone at the instree-
tion of the Alexandria Archacologlenl Cominission to confirm that
material evidence of the outlel lock still exisis. Confirmation of this
fact was necessary in ordér to meet the requirements of the Virginia
Landmarks Commission and thus nominaie (his mporiant ar-
chaeological slte to the Natlona! Reglaer of Historic Places,

The lock ix on the river side of the Ramada Inn, between First and
Montgomery Sireets in Alexandria. It i the last of four locks buili
between Pitl Sireet and the Potomac 1o lower barges to the river and
raise them from the over on their return trip aofhward.,

Because of the rise and fall of the rides In the river, it was
mecessary to have an outlel lock which would enable barges 1o be
lowered from high tide level in the lock basin 10 low ride level. The
other locks were actually lif locks, and each bfted or lowered barge,
approximately ten (o twelve feet, The remains of these other locks are
now buried under filled-in land and buildings.

The Alexandria-Georgerown Canal, more commonly known as
the Alexandria Cxoal, plaved a shop, butl impomnant, par in the
history of commmeicia! pavigation on the Polpmac River. The
Potoiuae Company was organized in 1 7RS, with George Woshingion
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as president. His dream since the late 17605, and the primary objec-
tive of the company, was (o bypass the falls of the Potomac River
above Georgelown by means of canals. In addition, locks were to be
built at Great Falls and Little Falls to lift the barges. In the level stret-
ches of the river, navigation was possible by poling the barges,

The Potomace Company went oul of business in 1828, and its
charter and righis were assumed by the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
Company.] The objective of this company was to build a continuous
canal instead of a series of canals that merely skirted the falls. It
would be entirely on the Maryland side of the Potomac River. By
1850, it extended all the way from Georgetown, D.C. to Cumberland,
Maryland, 2

Merchants and shipowners of Alexandria were envious of the vasi
number of cargo ships sailing past their town to Georgetown, which
had become the prospercus port for the nation's capital. They envi-
sioned these ships stopping at the wharves of Alexandria to unload
their cargoes and to pick up products for export. They also hoped to
ship their goods westward on the new Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
and to tap the coalfields of western Maryland, Therefore they saw the
need for & canal between their city and Georgetown [0 connect with
the terminus of the C & O Canal, An ingenious crossing of the
Potomas River via an acgueduct bridge was planned,

Aleandria was & part of the District of Columbia from 1791 to 1846,
at which time the Act of Retrocession was approved and Alexandria again
becarne part of Yirginda.3 Therefore it took an Act of Congress, dated May
26, 1830, to grant a charter 1o the Alexandria Canal Company * for the pur-
pose of building a canal from the terminus or cdher point on the C & O Canal
b such & place in the Town of Alexandria as the Board of Directors shall ap-
pomnt." The act further stipulated that the canad was to be fory feel wide at the
water surface and twenry-gight fect wide at the bottomn. There was to be suffi-
cient width along the entire length for a towpath (0 accommodate
horses or mules to pull the barges.

The Alexamdria Canal, when completed in 1843, was approximately
seven miles long, 1t crossed the Potomac on an aguedwet bridge over 1,000
feet long between Georgetown, DLC, and Bosslyn, Vieginia, then ran on
level land to Alexandria, crossing Four Mile Run on g smaller aquedugs
beidge, and reaching the Potomac River in Alexandria by means of four locks,

The Potomac Agueduct Bridge, built under the direction of the Army
Engineers, was supported by eight solid masonry plers.4 It was considerad
a preat engmeering feat of its time, and it stayed m operation as an important
river crossing long after it ceased to be used to carry the canal acrass the
Patamas, It finally went out of operation with the construction of the present-
day Key Bridge in 1923,
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POTOMAC AQUEDUCT BRIDGE from Owr Whole Country
veere. by John W. Barber and Henry Howe, 1863, p. 610

From its beginning the canal mposed & fnancinl burden on the eitizens of
Aleandria. On July 23, 1830, the Common Councll of Alexandria passed an
Bt to subrcribe 500 shares of one hundred dollars asch o the capital <ock of
the Alexandria Canal Company.™$

Other acis were passed by the Commaon Council authorizing Mrther
subscriptions, one on May 2, 1835, lor Mve hundred additionul shares

The muyor and president of the council be, and Bre hereby awhonaed. ..

1o borrow the sum of 550000 gt wech Lmse in They MRY GOCM MECoETy

g1 & rate of interedl nol enceeding 6% ... That 1o provide safficeeni

means for the payment of the interest on the wm borrowed, there shatl

b levied with the tnxes of the ewrrent year, (N the said steck shall be

redeemed and paid, o 1ax gt the rade of peelve ¢ents on the hundred

dodlars of the assevied valoe an all peal eqaie (ncheding all ground rents
in fee simple)....6

-
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Excerpt from a map of the route of the Alexandria Canal from G, M,
Hopkins' Aflas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington, DLC., 1878, pp.
66-67. On this map and others the canal 5 érroneously called the

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal,
Courtesy af Library of Congress
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On Juty %, 1836, an act was passed to authorize the Common
Council’s subscription 1o 2,500 additional shares of stock, A real
estate tax sufficient to pay the interest on the sum borrowed for this
purpose was (o be levied. Another subscription was authorized on
May 3, 1843, This time a thousand additional shares called for a tax of
twenty-four cents on every hundred dollars of the assessed value of
redl property. And again, on February 4, 1845, another five hundred
shares of stock were authorized by the Common Council, accom-
panied by a tax of twelve cents on & hundred dollars of assessed value
of real and personal property.”

Construction of the Potomac Agueduct Bridge began in 1833 and
was completed ten years later. The first canal boat reached Alexandria
on December 2, 1843, and the December 4 issue of the Alexandria
Giazeite describes the celebration:

Ch Baturday last, the Alexandria Canal, connecting this town with
the Chesapeake and Ohio Capal, was officially opened Tor irade and
mavigaibon,

After all the trials and difficultdes that bave accompanded the work,
the day, at last, arrived when the Canal boats could float across the
Potomac, over a splendid and permanent aqueduct, and be brought to
the town of Alexandria, along & Canal seven miles long, without a single
lock or other interruption.

Cin ehe dth of July 1831, the first spade full of earth on the Canal was
thrown up-—-and on the 2nd of December, [543, the first Canal boat
reached town., The locks bringing the Canal into the river, are now in
the course of construction, and will be finished next vear,

The President and Ddrectors of the Canal Co,, the Mayor, and & large
number of our fellow cilizens, went up (o the Potomac equediict in the
morning, and there with the Enginesrs and other officers of the Com-
pany, embarked in the Canal Boat Pioreer, and after a pleasant and
short passage of a little upwards of an howr, down the Capal, reached ils
terminus at the Comer of Washington snd Montgomery sireeis, The
boal stopped amidst the cheers and congratulations of a large crowd
assemibded to witness the interesting sighi, anc the heartiest fokens of
satisfaction were given on the ground and throughout the whole town.

In honor of the event & saluie was fired, the national flag was hoisted
at the Public Square, and the veisel in port were decorated with fags.

We repeat, now at the completion what we sald a1 the commencement
of the Canal.--May this important work succeed and prosper—may i
more than realize our warmest hopes-—-and may iU RESTORE and
PERPETUATE the TRADE and PROSPERITY of ALEXANDRIA.

Business flourished for a while on the two canals, and, in 1850,
the C & O Canal was completed to Cumberland, From thea on, coal
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TWO—TIERED AQLUEDMNACT BRIMNGE
Cosrteny of Fredarok Tale
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from the western Maryland mines became the most important com-
modity (o be shipped via the canals 1o the Polomac River wharves in
Alexandria. These coal shipments continued until the abandonment of
the canal, interrupted only by the Civil War. Other typical products
shipped by canal were reporied in the Alevandris Gagetie of July 2,
1847, For the period from April 21 to June 26, 1847, shipments in-
cluded:

DESCEMDING ASCENDING
Boals 151 Boats 140
Wheat 31,266 bu.  Fish 2,264 bhis.
l. Comn 73,083 bu. Sah 220 halfl-tons
Chats 4,355 bu. Plaster 427 374 wons
Bran, Shorts, ete. 11,4592 bu, Lumber
Whiskey I 58 bhls, Shingles, e, 213 half-tons
Com Meal 10,424 bu.  Fresh Fish and
Flour |4, M7 bbls. Sundries

However, financial «ifficulies continued because of the frequent
need for repairs on the canal. A letier of Ociober 23, 1850 from the
Oifice of the Alexandria Canal Compsny to the City's Common
Council described one such situation:

I am instrocted by ihe DNrectors of the Alexandria Canal Company (o
say that they had hoped and did believe that they would nod reguine fur-
ther aid from wour body, bul unforeseen evinis have rendered ki
necessary for rhess agan to appdy (o you,

The Iste rain bhas coused considerable damage to the bermi bank at
Wavhopin, and & portion of the new embankmend ai ihe foor mile ron
contine (o setile, while x2 the same thre the bottom of the cinal leabs
Nl this posnt.

Ini the absence of the Engineer of the Company the Bourd estimates the
cont of repairs at the pointy designased a1 feom three 1o four (houssnd
dollars, and respecifully request s further loan of &5 much as may be
mecessary to pat the cannl (o o compleie sige of repade, Bod 10 eweed the
latter sum,

Very respecifully,

Jos. Eachics
Pres. A C. CoB



During the period of the Civil War, the canal was forced to cease
operations. The occupation of the Virginia side of the Potomac River
by Federal troops was essential for the defense of Washington and for
the movement of men and supplies. The canal's Potomac aqueduct
bridge played its part in effecting this Federal occupation. Colonel
(later Major General) J.G. Barnard of the U.S. Army Engineers
reported in 1871: **The crossing of the Poltomac took place on the
night of the 23rd of May, 1861, in three columns--one under com-
mand of Major Wood, by the Georgetown Aqueduct; another under
Major {now General) Heintzelman, by the Long Bridge; and another
under Colonel Ellsworth by water to Alexandria...."9

Major Wood's troops marched across the agqueduct bridge along
the towpath of the canal, obviously an ineffident passageway, as Col-
onel Barnard said in his report:

Two bridges were neceisary, even if the linbilities to destruction of one
by accident or the incendiary had nog been, in itself, a decisive motlive.
The towpath of the aqueduct would indeed furnish a narrow
passageway, to horsemen and footmen, but this was far from adequate
to the military exigencies. Accordingly, early in the winter of 1861-62,
the water was shul off from the agueduct, s frough converted into a
double-track wagon road, the floor being overlaid with 4inch planks
and long inclines, or tresdles, forming connections with the roads on
elilver side, 10
Traftic on the canal resumed after the Civil War, as Alexandria's
economy slowly revived. Shipments of fish, oysters, ice, millwork,
groceries, plaster, and other items were carried northward on the
canal. The foreword of the City Ailes of Alexandria, Va.of 1877
describes a flourishing coal trade, with shipments going from Alexan-
dria directly to Aspinwall [now Colon in the Republic of Panama] and
San Francisco, for the use of the steamship lines operating in the
China and Japan Seas. The atlas reports “the fine facilities afforded
at Alexandria for its storage and shipment."'11
The Alexandria Canal Company continued to be plagued by
financial difficulties. During harsh winters the canal often froze over
and became impassable for long periods of time. The Gazerre
repeatedly reported repair problems. Whenever repairs were needed,
canal traffic would be stopped, and financial losses would be suffered
by shippers and merchants.
In 1346, when Alexandria was ceded back to the Commonwealth
of Virginia, the Federal Government had refused to assume the debt
of the canal company. The Virginia General Assembly, however, pur-
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chased a large block of stock and guaranteed some of the companys
bonds. 12 In 1866, the Virginia General Assembly passed an act requlr-
ing the City of Alexandria to dispose of its stock in the Alexandria
MCumm!lﬂdmﬂmiudlhlﬂwﬂdFuHthtsmdhm
of the Commonwealth's interest.13 The canal was then

Mesars. Henry H. Wells, William W. Dungan, and Philip Quigley,
under the name of the Alexandria Railroad and Bridge Co., for 99
years at §1,000 a year. The lessees were required to keep the canal In
repair and navigable condition, In 1867, the lessees were autharized to
construct @ highway toll bridge above the canal trough on the
thmduulkidu.mkingilllwmmmm
Although traffic continued on the canal and toll bridge under the ad-
ministration of the lessees, the operation was never lucrative.,

On September 21, 1886, the Alexandria Gazette reported: *'A
serlous break in the Aqueduct bridge occurred vesterday afiernoon
which let all the water at tha point in the canal into the river, and
which will probably cause a suspension of traffic over the canal for a
week at Jeast...."

A#ﬂhm.m&mmhnﬂithrﬂmmmmmuwin:
report: “'Since the fall of a portion of the Alexandria canal aqueduet
trunk there has been considerable anxiety as to the safety of the
bridge....They say that in the present condition of the woodwark the
weight of water in the aqueduct cannot safely be added to the weight
of the bridge...."

There is no evidence that barges used the canal afier the
September 1886 break. At that time there was also a great deal of
pressure from the citizens of Georgetown for a free bridge across the
Potomac in place of the aqueduct toll bridge. Accordingly, the bridge
wiis soid to the Federal Government and from then on became toll
free. The wooden structure was removed and an iron truss bridge was
built upon the old stone piers.

On October 22, 1886, the A lexandria Gazette printed this item en-
titled **Last of the Canal,” by the Washington Correspondent of the
Baltimore Sun;

The creation of & fres bridge at the Ceorgeiown Aquedaci, under the
mmmwmmmnm“-mﬂ..h
ln'm,hnmuuhumntmbymhamhthuﬂummﬁihuﬂ
modern transportation are such that the Alexandris Canal., has outliv
ed les usefulnes,,.,



It was o substitute horsepower for pole pushing that the #queduct and
the Alexandria canal were made. Bur the modern expedient of steam
tughoats on the river has rendered the canal unnecessary for several
years, Many canal boats have passed the outlet lock and gone to Alexan-
dria by river....It i said by Cumberland shippers that it costs only 28
conts more per boat to go from Ceorgetown to Alexandria behind a tug
than to be dragged by mules along the canal and pay toll....

Thus the operation of the Alexandria Canal came to an end. For
a short time it played an important role in the history of commercial
navigation, bul competition from rallroads and steam-propelled
vessels, as well as the high cost of repairs, contributed to its failure,
During its short existence, the canal satisfied a need in the Lransporta-
tion picture of the region, but it became obsolete as more efficient
means of transport supplanted it.
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NOTE

Recognition should be given to Terry Klein and Paul Davidson of the
city archasological staff lor their pari in ihis excavation,

Vivienoe Mitchell, who aitended the College of Willilam and Mary, b
Vice-Chairman of the Alexandria Archieological Commission,

She is also a director of the Archaeological Society of Virginia and a
contribuior 1o their Quarferly Bullerin, o member of the Society for
Historical Archacology and of the Virglnia Canals and Mavigation
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS ON ALEXANDRIA

Karen G. Harvey and Ross Stansfield,
ALEXANDRIA: A PICTORIAL HISTORY,
Morfolk, ¥a. The Donning Co. Publishers,
1977, 208 pp. 515.95,

The foreword by Jean Elliot introduces a brief text, illustrated by 350
old and modern photographs. This volume is one of the PORTRAITS
OF AMERICAN CITIES series published by this firm.

Frederick Tilp, THIS WAS POTOMAC RIVER.
Published by the author, 124 Quay Street,
Alexandria, Ya., 1978, 358 pp. 324.00 plus posiage,

The author records, in text and photographs, the many facets of a way
of life that existed on the Potomac, A subject bibliography and detail-
ed index complete the volums,

Reviews by George J. Stansfield

The frst dssue of a new journal, NORTHERN VIRGIMIA
HERITAGE, will be published early in 1979 by Georpe Mason
University. For a subscription to this periodical, which will appear
three times a year, write to: History Dept., Box MVH, George Mason
University, Fairfax, Ya, 22030, The price is 34.00 & yvear.

A PRIZE FOR STUDENTS OF LOCAL HISTORY

The Alexandria Historical Society has established an annual price
of one hundred dollars for the Alexandria high school student who
submiits the best historical essay or research paper on local history,
The paper will be published in ALEXANDRIA HISTORY, and the
author may be invited to give an oral presentation to the Society. The
judging committee may recognize other deserving students as well,
Submission deadline s April 1 of each vear,

Inmvitations fo participate and rules and criteria for judging have

been sent to principals of nine public and private high schools in the
city. Several acceptances have been recrived.
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