Smith Household

Only the name
of the head of
the household
was included on
the 1840 census
- all others are
“unknown”

Name Age Gender
John Smith 3L-55 Male
Unknown 3L-55 | Female
Unknown Z4-2Zb | Female
Unknown under 10 [ Male
Unknown under0 | Male
Unknown under 10 | Female
Unknown under 10 | Female
John ir";':, 12‘%
"o 184,
FLWa{'; e

His occupation was
not recorded



1840 Census: Smith

- e e —"'—" e ——— -
A Ay - = . = T

¥ i -
. ‘3 r'ﬁwt..u

um ,J:intu b

a-.r,\ “

ﬂ' .g ml/)
"_' //{!ﬂ’/f .ﬁfﬂ/l
Nt Stk

What is a census? What is recorded in 1840?
Every ten years since 1790, the United Only the name of each head of household
States has attempted to record every was recorded. All others were marked by
person living in the country. The type age, race, and gender.

of information recorded has changed

There is no easy way to know if someone
in the house is a roommate, sibling, child,
or spouse.

over time.



Jasper Household

Name Age Gender | Literate (can read or write)
%mrriatjm};er 50 Female No
She Wa° Fr/ea|0_or
by her nexé e
478 SOUtA nei@hbor’m 16837’
Z/as a one szfa/ gro'okq’ with he’
Y oh
ot JasP? o/bfse “hen she Ai:uqhter arkhe
Harr! from 'Ved Chere
lived i 851
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What are tax lists?

1850 property taxes list the owner and tenants
of the property, street name, number of stories
of the building, and the total property worth.
People were taxed on ships, horses, cows, carts,
and certain businesses. They also note if a
person was considered “Col’d” (colored).
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The 1850 census

1850 was the first year to list every person in
the household, along with their age, sex, race,
occupation, birthplace, and education.

The 1850 census did not list where people lived.
Tax lists from the same year help to figure out
which street they lived on.



Reverend Adams Household

Name Wife Children Occupation
Reverend George Adams No None Baptist Minister
A News
Paper
Re Verepnd A d;/:::/S
gav,
Adams ﬁ/ex:ﬂj{rs-efmoﬂ at The Reverend
e\/@'”end R Sapiic, /Z/: Seulah doesn’t show up
lived here 'C,’nq = n 7<S>7L;~C/7 & on the census in
pefore mo court Hayti because he
“Fairf;, (Fa,'rFaX only lived there
House 3 1877 for one year



Directories 4 Newspapers: Adams
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Making the News

Newspapers contain a wealth of

What is a dir’ecto r'y? information and can add to the life

City directories list the names, addresses, stories of regdents beyond basic
and sometimes occupations of people and demographics.

businesses in Alexandria. In 1876, Reverend

Adams was listed on what is now the 400

block of South Royal Street.



Reynolds 5 Redd Household

Name Age Gender Occupation
]iay Kegnala{s 5t Male Laborer
Catherine Reynolds 3Z Female Keeps House
f,mily Keynalc{; 14 Female
Richard Kaynalds 70 Male Ri 0;1 oglLdSCa th:g, {re f;i, ;S /éf‘other
John Kmﬂwlds 9 Male Wéih dt::rmgrg /‘eni/:,’.s qlé;;;a’ Wu/,;:k
Lettie Keynalc(s 7 Female SE ar/ebtau?:;d&
Linday Reynolds § Female
Thomas Ka/nalc(s Z1 Male Laborer Jeber fri?bo’:;s
Rueben Redd 52 Male Laborer WK 5 favhe
Maretia Redd 7 Female
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What was recorded in 1880?

The 1880 census has much more information. Every single person in the household was listed,
along with their name, race, sex, age, marital status, occupation, and place of birth. Relationships
between the head of household and other people in the house were listed as well, making it easier
to understand each household. Additional columns listed disabilities and education.



