
What is 
Planning?





“Planning is the built and the unbuilt 
environment.  It is not only your 
neighborhood and your roads, but it is your 
schools, your police and fire departments.  It 
is your parks and your waterways; it is also 
the areas of natural vegetation.  Planning is, in 
fact your everyday experience in the world 
around you.”

At the heart of it all is people! 



My Story
How did I get started?



How it Translate Today



https://www.mappingsegregationdc.org/#story

Berman v. Parker, 348 U.S. 26 (1954), is a landmark decision of the United States Supreme Court that 

interpreted the Takings Clause ("nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just 

compensation") of the Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution. The Court voted 8–0[1] to hold 

that private property could be taken for a public purpose with just compensation.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landmark_decision
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Supreme_Court
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Takings_Clause
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berman_v._Parker#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Just_compensation


Forest, Trees, and Weeds:  
Different aspects of Planning

While each location varies on the set-up of their 
offices, we can look at Planning using these aspects

1. The Forest:  Long range planning that envision the 
horizons and the future goals of the locality.

2.  The trees:  Development and how each tree will 
contribute to the growth of the forest.

3. The Weeds:  Often not liked; however, some 
weeds can be beneficial.  This is where the Zoning 
Ordinance sits.



Write the Vision and Make it Plain

Most municipalities have a document that describes how it  plans to grow 
and how it envisions the future for the locality.  To support the vision, the 
zoning ordinance set the guidelines on the uses for specific areas



When Planning 
and home 
came together 
and what I 
learned

The Planner and the C.O.P.?





Why you should get involved?

Simple:  “We” are “They.”

When participating in the process, “we” 
becomes more inclusive.



Wrap Up

If  you fail to plan, plan to fail!

Documents to have for your property:

•  Have a certified survey plat.   (This will show you 
your land boundaries)

• Have the copy of your Title and/or Deed
• Keep updated copies of your paid taxes
• Ensure all Wills, land transfers, and /or Trust are 

filed in your local Court
• Store all documents and copy of documents 

filed in a fire resistant box that is kept in a 
location that can be grabbed quickly and placed 
where family will know where to look.

Use the resources at your fingertips:

https://www.powhatanva.gov/1656/Download-GIS-Data

https://www.acrevalue.com/plat-
map/VA/Powhatan/?lat=37.553438&lng=-77.89301&zoom=9

https://www.powhatanva.gov/1656/Download-GIS-Data
https://www.acrevalue.com/plat-map/VA/Powhatan/?lat=37.553438&lng=-77.89301&zoom=9
https://www.acrevalue.com/plat-map/VA/Powhatan/?lat=37.553438&lng=-77.89301&zoom=9


Why you should 
have a survey plat 
for your property?



The Role of a Planner: Multifaceted, 
Interactive, Responsive, and Diligent 



Thank you
QUESTIONS?
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